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Meeting Schedule  

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month.   

Business meetings are on the first and 
technical meetings are on the third 
Wednesday respectively.  October 
through May meetings are held at 
Mason Junior High School (room 161, 
access from east side of building only) 
located on Walton Blvd, just east of 
Dixie Highway in Waterford Township.  
June through September meetings are 
held at the PMAC field on White Lake 
Road just east of Teggerdine Road in 
White Lake Township (see map).  
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Club 
Announcements  

·  Other important dates to remember 
include: 

�  July 5th – Business Meeting at 
the PMAC field 

�  July 22nd – Inter-club Fun Fly at 
the PMAC field 

�  August 13:  Electrics over 
White Lake  

�  September 10:  PMAC Family 
Picnic  

�  September 24:  Joe Jacobs 
Memorial Scale Fly-in  

�  October 1:  PMAC Swap Meet  
 
·  It is no longer necessary to wait for 

the monthly newsletter to get the 
latest business meeting minutes.  
You can now download the latest 
minutes from the PMAC website 
(www.pmac.us).  The minutes are 
posted on the left side of the PMAC 
home page under the PMAC 
Documents section. 

·  Associate Wr iters Wanted.  
Anyone interested in contributing 
original content to the newsletter 
can send me an e-mail at 
jzonneveld@comcast.net.  What’s 
your favorite aircraft and why?  
Best crash story or near misses?  
Tips & Tricks or other experience 
you want to pass down?  All 
submissions are appreciated. 

·  NOTICE TO ALL CLUB 
MEMBERS - The club treasurer 
does NOT have any DNR PARK 
STICKERS.  Everyone must have a 
park sticker to enter the club field.  
You can buy them at the DNR 
office, 7800 Gale Rd.  Please call 
before going out there.  The 
telephone number is:  248-666-
1020 

·  Meetings are now being held at the 
PMAC field. 

·  2006 Tech Meetings – Let us know 
your ideas and/or comments for 
2006.  What would you like to see, 
hear and learn about?  Email 
comments and suggestions to John 

Valencia 
(aviation421@comcast.net) 

·  PMAC Web Forum – Just a 
reminder that our club has a web 
forum where members can “share 
some camaraderie, questions, tips, 
building tech, and general fly 
babble while its winter” .  The 
PMAC general forum is also a great 
place to post members-only 
classified ads.  The members-only 
forum be accessed at 
http://forum.amadistrictvii.org/vie
wforum.php?f=14.  For classified 
ads that can be viewed by anyone, 
you can use the AMA District VII 
Stuff for Sale forum located at 
http://forum.amadistrictvii.org/vie
wforum.php?f=2. 

June 11th Giant Scale 
Fly-In a Huge Success  
By Dave McDonald 
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2006 PMAC Club Officers                  All area codes are 248 unless otherwise specified 
     
President - Bill Ridenour   698-4336 (home)  734-776-0169 (cell) 
Administrative Vice President - John Valencia  
Vice President & Public Affairs - Tom MacDonald 851-8988   
Treasurer – Frank Vella  627-8060  
Secretary & Newsletter Editor - John Zonneveld 698-1877 (home)  586-242-2181 (cell) 
Field Marshal - Keith Brown  674-1157  
Webmaster - Ed Kincer   810-629-0928   
     

Certified Club Instructors    
     
 Ed Kincer (Chief Instructor) 810-610-7791 Shaun German 313-283-7043 
 John Hoover 681-5480 Dave McDonald 363-7277 
 George Dzahristos 681-2355 Dave Taulbee 673-9707 
 Rich Rottenberk 738-5484 Mark Schoenhals 334-3749 
 Frank Pulte 810-658-9262 Sterling Smith 673-2883 
     

 
May 2006          Meeting Minutes 
President Bill Ridenour called the May 3rd meeting at 
Mason Middle School to order at 7:38 p.m. with 22 
members and 1 guest present. 
 
The minutes of April’s meeting were read by Secretary 
John Zonneveld and accepted as read. 
 
Treasurers Report: 
 
Frank Vella read the May Treasurer’s report: 
 
Communications: 
 

�  Bill Ridenour read the following 
communications: 

 
o The Wausau R/C Sportsmen’s 12th 

Annual R/C Swap Meet & Auction will be 
held Sunday, 11/22/06 at St. Matthew 
School Gym on 20th Ave. in Wausau, MI  

 
o The Wausau 42nd Annual Fun Fly will be 

Saturday, 8/12/06.  Admission is free.  
Contact CD Bob Weller – e-mail:  
Bweller@wausaufs.com or phone:  715-

842-1775.  The event will be held at the 
Wausau R/C Sportsmen Model Airport in 
Wausua, MI 

 
o The TCAF (Tulip City Air Force) Annual 

Big Bird Classic will be held on June 10th 
and 11th at the Park Township Airport - 
1269 Ottawa Beach Road in Holland, MI.  
The airport features a 50’ x 2999’ paved 
runway.  Contact Bob Kovacs @ (616) 
399-3966, John Russcher @ (616) 748-
7483 or e-mail Bigbirdclassic@charter.net 
for event or hotel information. 

 
o PMAC has been listed as a gold leader 

club for 2006 in the AMA magazine.  Bill 
presented the letter sent to the club from 
the AMA thanking us for attaining gold 
leader club status. 

 
o Bill also read an e-mail from Norway 

resident Ulf Larsen on sent on 4/2.  Ulf is 
visiting friends in Lake Orion in mid-to-late 
June.  The e-mail asked about visiting the 
field and local hobby shops. 
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Reports: 
 

�  Frank Vella reported that the banquet count 
currently stands at $33 people.  We will pay a 
penalty if we cannot meet our 75 commitment 
to the club.  There are currently approximately 
82 paid members.  Some discussion was had 
as to how to handle the premium.  The 
decision was made not to impact the prize fund 
to pay the premium.  The cut-off to buy tickets 
for the banquet is Wednesday, 5/17. 

�  Keith reported for the field committee.  The 
grass will be cut tomorrow afternoon.  The field 
has been fertilized and rolled 3 times. 

 
Unfinished Business: 
 

�  Smitty raised discussion about having a paid 
member list kept in the field box in order to 
verify that the members flying are paid up.  
Frank will send the latest member list to John 
Z., Bill R. and Ed Kincer for posting on the web 
site. 

�  Bill raised the fact that 2 club members went to 
the Pontiac Lake management planning 
meeting.  Don Heinz reported that there is a 
new general plan for the park.  There are 
several different areas that the park is being 
divided into.  The PMAC field falls under the 
natural resources area.  Bill mentioned that 2 
years from now, our official lease expires and it 
will be that president’s responsibility to 
negotiate a new lease with the state.  We 
should be secure unless the park is sold by the 
state outright. 

 
Frank reported that the state is creating these 
various areas in all state parks.  The park 
areas will be controlled separately to prevent 
them from disturbing one another.  The park 
director for the entire state said we should be 
“golden” for quite some time. 

 
Karis Floyd said that on June 10th, they have 
something going on at the park and asked that 
members come to fly their airplanes that day to 
raise attention to the park.  This date needs to 
be confirmed with Karis. 

 
New Business: 
 

�  Dave McDonald asked whether or not a 
member roster could be posted on the web 
site.  Smitty said that Ed agreed to post the 
roster in a secure part of the web site for 
members only if Frank will send him the latest 
list via e-mail. 
 

�  Tom MacDonald suggested that we get caps 
for members with the PMAC emplem.  Dave 
Taulbee has about 15 caps for sale for $7.50 
each.  Frank suggested we create PMAC 
emblem stickers available in white, black, 
yellow or red.  These can be used to advertise 
the PMAC on airplanes or on our vehicles.  
These decals are being sold by Tom 
MacDonald for $3 a piece. 

 
Announcements: 
 

�  There were no announcements. 
�  Guest Dale Madison introduced himself and 

announced he was planning on joining the 
club.  Welcome Dale. 

 
Prizes: 
 

50/50 raffle sales - $24 
Winner – Bill Schaeffer won $12 and 
donated it back to the club 

Airplane raffle 
Winner – Bill Schaeffer chose the Cox 
P-47 electric ARF. 

 
Congratulations! 
 
Show & Tell: 
 

�  Tom MacDonald showed his Mini Funtana 
electic 3D ARF with 3-cell 1320 mA lipos.  He 
added a Himax brushless direct drive out-
runner (replaces 400 series motors) instead of 
the gear reduction motor.   

 
The next business meeting will be Wednesday, June 
7th, 2006 at 7:30 P.M. at the PMAC field. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by John Zonneveld – 2006 
PMAC Recording Secretary 
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June 2006             Meeting Minutes 
President Bill Ridenour called the June 7th meeting at 
the PMAC field to order at 7:34 p.m. with 23 members 
and 1 guest present. 
 
The minutes of May’s meeting were read by Secretary 
John Zonneveld with the following corrections: 
 

�  Our park ranger’s name is Karis Floyd, not 
Paris Floyd. 

. 
Treasurers Report: 
 
Frank Vella read the June Treasurer’s report: 
 
Communications: 
 

�  Bill Ridenour read the following 
communications: 
o Bill received some new safety posters from 

the AMA.  They are the same as last year.  
Bill asked that someone volunteer to make 
a board to post the frequency chart.  Dave 
McDonald volunteered to take it and put it 
in the glass case.  Bill also asked for a 
volunteer to post our new gold leader club 
sign at the field.  Shaun German 
volunteered.  

o Bill has a 2.4GHz Spread Spectrum DVD 
from Horizon Hobby if anyone wants to 
borrow it. 

o The campground office off of Teggerdine 
is selling annual passes for $24 (6$ for Sr. 
Citizens) and daily passes for $6. 

 
�  Tom MacDonald told the group that this 

Sunday, June 11th is our Flight of Giants giant 
scale meet.  The Oakland Press will be out 
tomorrow around 3:00 p.m.  They will take 
pictures and will have them in the Oakland 
Press with a write-up on what we do that Tom 
gave them info on. 

 
Reports: 
 

�  Tom stated that there has been a lot of 
curiosity from spectators that want to come 
and see the Flight of Giants event.  The 
Oakland Press article should help boost 
attendance.  Tom raised discussion about 
whether or not to charge a 2$ “landing fee” per 
person that will give them a ticket they can 
redeem for hot dogs.  Dave McDonald 

suggested we make it 5$ instead.  Smitty 
raised concern that it doesn’t say on the flyer 
there will be a charge so some pilots may be 
upset by that.  Bill suggested that we don’t 
charge them an entry fee but we don’t give 
them free food.  Bill mentioned that the park 
will likely be collecting fees. 

 
�  Frank Vella reported on the results of the 

banquet.  The banquet cost us $320.31 this 
year.  We had 62 guests at 24$ per person.   
Of the 62 guests, 6 people mailed in checks 
for $20 resulting in a $30 loss.  It was $976 for 
the meal and $600 was spent on door prizes 
for the men and $149 for the women’s gifts.  
The center pieces were $45.31and there was 
a 69.50 gratuity for the staff.  We generated 
income of $54 on the 50/50.  $318 was made 
on the raffle but we raffled off both planes 
which resulted in a net raffle income of $31.   
 
We were going to be penalized for not having 
the 75 people but the manager accommodated 
the club with only 60 people there.  The people 
that cater the hall are Oak Management.  As of 
6/30, they will no longer operate in that hall as 
it has become a private club.  They are moving 
to White Lake Oaks.  If the club liked the food 
this year, next year’s banquet should be at 
White Lake Oaks.  Frank asked to go ahead 
and book the date for next year with a $250 
deposit to make sure we can get the big room.   
 
Bob Fowler raised concern that the club didn’t 
spend more than $600 on door prizes.   

 
Bill explained the motion that was raised 
regarding the prizes being based on the 
number of paid members.  Al Wesley 
mentioned that the club needs a new tractor so 
it’s important for us to have that money on 
hand.   

 
Smitty said that because we’re a non-profit 
organization, if we don’t have that money ear-
marked for something, the state can take the 
money away. 
 
Dick Schaeffer said that they can remove our 
non-profit status and charge us taxes on the 
money that’s in the bank.  Tom MacDonald 



PMAC Newsletter – May-June 2006 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        6 

suggested we earmark that money as a field 
development fund. 
 
Frank described how the 31 prizes that were 
purchased at Riders and the club spent $600.   

 
Frank pointed out that if we’re setting aside 
$50 per member for prizes at the banquet and 
the membership dues are $60 per member.  
We could stand to only have $10 per member 
operating budget.  Frank also warned that the 
money we have in the bank can be needed at 
a moment’s notice.  The way we managed the 
banquet protected our finances.   

 
Dave McDonald suggested that a committee 
be formed to create a budget each year when 
a new board is elected at the end of the year.  
Smitty mentioned that that has been in our bi-
laws for the last 5 years and we’ve never done 
it.  Dave volunteered to be on the committee. 

 
Unfinished Business: 
 

�  Aside from a reminder about people flying this 
Saturday, there was no unfinished business. 

 
New Business: 
 

�  Bill asked if Dick Schaeffer would like to raise 
a motion for a bench.  Dick has found a deal 
on a new bench.  Dick procured a $290 bench 
for $100.  After various other motions were 
attempted to be raised, Dave asked that the 
club follow the procedure of having the 
Secretary read the motion back to the club 
prior to it being voted on. 

 
Dick made a motion that the club pay him for 
the bench he already bought.  Al Wesly 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken, the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

�  Ron Leake motioned that the club buy two 
more of the benches at a cost not to exceed 
$220 each.  Dick believes that he may be able 
to get them for the club wholesale.  Ron then 
amended the motion that we purchase 2 at the 
retail price of $219 provided that Dick cannot 
get them at a reduced price.  Smitty seconded 
the motion. 

 
The benches we have are 25 years old and 
need to be replaced.  Ron suggested we put a 
bench down at the end of the field for the 
helicopter pilots.  Dick suggested that we 
anchor the benches if we do get them.  
George raised concern that pilots would crash 

into benches if they’re placed at the ends of 
the field and if we have more benches on the 
field, they may get in the way. 

 
The motion was passed by majority vote. 
 

�  Bill suggested that we should be putting the 
tent up for the event on Sunday.  The field 
crew normally sets the tent up for events. 

 
�  Ron told the group that he has a 3’x5’ horse 

stall mat that he was thinking about putting on 
the flight line for the large planes to set on 
while running up their engines.  Ron will put it 
out on the field and if the club doesn’t use it, 
he will take it back. 

 
�  Ed Kincer was recently named the chief flight 

instructor.  He wants to contact all the 
instructors to see if they still want to be listed 
on the web site and in the newsletter.  Bill said 
that if there is an instructor that doesn’t want 
their phone # posted, they need to request 
that.  Bill asked that if anyone has a club 
trainer, 3 out of 5 of them seem to be missing.  
Shaun will be donating a 40-size Cessna.  Ed 
wants to get the trainers back to use the 
transmitters for buddy-boxes.  Dave suggested 
that the trainers be kept in the barn instead of 
in people’s garages.   

 
The group decided to give Ed a key to the barn 
and make him responsible for the trainers.  Ed 
will also re-institute the solo certificate this 
year.  He is also planning on getting those that 
soloed in 2005 their certificates. 

 
Announcements: 
 

�  New member Greg Smithson just joined the 
club.  He has flown many years ago when the 
club was on Scott Lake road.  Welcome back 
Greg.  Greg offered to help build new pit 
stands if we need them. 

 
Prizes: 
 

50/50 raffle sales - $26 
Winner – Hank Wildeman won $13 

Airplane raffle 
Winners – Bill Schaeffer chose the 
Hyper Bee kit and Greg Smithson won 
a glow plug wrench 

 
Congratulations! 
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Show & Tell: 
 

�  Bill Ridenour showed is GWS Slope Glider 
Messerschmitt modified with a brushless 
motor.   

 
�  Brandon Barts showed off his highly-modified 

40-size profile acrobat with a 65 for extra 
power, vertical wing fins and carbon rod- 
reinforced tail surfaces. 

 
�  Tom MacDonald showed his $49.95 “almost 

ready to cover” kit.  It was actually almost 
ready to build.  A lot of work was required to 
get it together.  It has an overpowered 
brushless and is one of the best flyers Tom 
has. 

 
�  Don Heinz showed his Top Flite P-47 covered 

with fiberglass with hand-painted details with a 
Saito 120 and Century retracts.  He’s hoping to 
have it in the air in a week or so. 

 
The next business meeting will be Wednesday, July 
5th, 2006 at 7:30 P.M. at the PMAC field. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by John Zonneveld – 2006 
PMAC Recording Secretary 
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Battery Failure  
by Doug Gifford - Indianapolis RC South club, Indianapolis 
IN 
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