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Meeting Schedule  

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month.   

Business meetings are on the first and 
technical meetings are on the third 
Wednesday respectively.  October 
through May meetings are held at 
Mason Junior High School (room 161, 
access from east side of building only) 
located on Walton Blvd, just east of 
Dixie Highway in Waterford Township.  
June through September meetings are 
held at the PMAC field on White Lake 
Road just east of Teggerdine Road in 
White Lake Township (see map).  

 

What It Means to Be 
Young 

By Sam Ullman 

Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of 
mind; it is not a matter of rosy cheeks, 
red lips and supple knees; it is a matter 
of the will, a quality of the imagination, 
a vigor of the emotions; it is the 

freshness of the deep springs of life.  

Youth means the predominance 
of courage over timidity, of 
adventure over the love of 
ease. This often exists in a 
man of sixty more than in a 
boy of twenty. Nobody 
grows old merely by a 

number of years. We grow 
old by deserting our ideals.  

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to 
give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. 
Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and 
despair—these bow the heart and turn 
the spirit back to dust.  

Whether sixty or sixteen, there is in 
every human being’s heart the love of 
wonder, the sweet amazement at the 
stars and the star like things, the 
undaunted challenge of events, the 
unfailing childlike appetite for what-
next, and the joy of the game, of living.  

You are as young as your faith, as old as 
your doubt; as young as your self-
confidence, as old as your fear; as 
young as your hope, as old as your 
despair.   

��� �� �� ���� ���� �� 		 

 �� �� ����� #367 
an AMA “ Gold Leader”  Club 

Sad News 
One of our own, Fred Puskas passed away 
Saturday, January 22.  Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family in this difficult 
time. 
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New Newsletter 
Format  

Following in George’s footsteps is no 
easy task.  I consider it a great honor to 
be able to serve the club as newsletter 
editor and I will do my very best to 
facilitate the flow of important club 
information. I have adopted a new, 
simplified format (more suited to my 
simplified skill-set) for the PMAC 
newsletter.  I anticipate that it will 
evolve over time and on that note, if you 
have any feedback good or bad please 
don’ t hesitate to e-mail or call me. 

John Zonneveld 

PMAC Web Site 
Alive and Well 
By Ed Kincer 

After a brief hiatus, www.pmac.us is 
back on line with a few changes.  New 
PMAC webmasters Jim Yanchus and 
Ed Kincer have rebuilt the old site with 
a new look.  The home page will tell 
you what you need to know most; 
important announcements, upcoming 
events and club contacts.  You can 
easily navigate to a newsletter page 
where you’ ll find links to the last dozen 
or so newsletters.  A training page lists 
all the club instructors.  The photo page 
is still under construction, but you can 
find a few pics of recent activities.  And 
there is a FAQ (Frequently Asked 
Questions) help page in case you get 
lost along the way. 

Our membership forum has changed a 
bit.  First the good news, no more pop-
ups!  Now the bad news, you have to 
register to use the new PMAC forum 
which is supported by AMA District 
VII on www.amadistrictvii.org.  
Registration is easy, start by clicking on 
“ forum” on the PMAC home page, then  

PMAC Tech Meeting Schedule                
January 19, 2005 
The Basics of Fiberglass  

An introduction to the materials, terminology, and techniques of fiberglass work. 
This introductory discussion of polyester and epoxy resins, mats, fabrics, 
aramids and graphite is ideal for those new to composites!  

A Step-by-Step Guide to Molding Fiberglass  

The first ever instructional video for molding fiberglass. You will learn the 7 steps 
of molding fiberglass as a model aircraft cowling is constructed, from plug to 
mold to finished part - right before your eyes!. 

February 16, 2005 
Advanced Mold making and Plug Construction  
  
The first of this two part series shows the students from the University  
of Akron beginning the process of building the first all composite,  
frameless Super mileage Racer. In this video you will see them develop the  
plug design, construct the plug from scratch and build the large polyester  
mold all in an environment similar to a home garage!  
  
Vacuum Bagging and Sandwich Core Construction 
  
The second of this two part series begins with the completed molds. The  
student team will lay-up and vacuum bag the Super mileage Racer shell as  
well as release and finish it! You will see the complete process of  
scheduling, laying up the graphite layers, a carbon/ honeycomb sandwich  
and the vacuum bagging process! These techniques have never been captured  
on tape before! 
 
March 16, 2005 
The Art of Moldless Composites  
 
Making a single part is easy after watching the construction of a entire  
rear trunk and quarter panel assembly of a 1923 T-Bucket Hot Rod. It's fun  
and easy to build in your own garage or shop! Learn the Art of Moldless  
Composites and let your imagination do the rest. 
 
Winter (October through May) business and tech meetings  
begin at 7:30pm in Room 161 at Mason Middle School in  
Waterford on Walton Blvd, just east of Dixie Hwy. Access  
from east side of building only.  
                   Stevens T. Mason Middle School  
                   3835 W. Walton Boulevard  
                   Waterford, MI 48329 
  
Alvin Johnson 
ajohns79@tir.com; alvin.johnson@gm.com 
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click on “register”  at the top of the 
forum index.  Then follow the 
instructions.  Detailed step-by-step 
instructions to register and join the 
PMAC usergroup can be found in the 
web site FAQ’s. 

We’ve had “ in-service”  training at the 
December tech meeting and the January 
business meeting and initial feedback is 
good.  If you need help on web or 
forum, or if you want to provide input 
on the web page, email Ed Kincer at 
erkincer@aol.com or call him at 810-
629-0928. 

Get Organized 
By Jerry Wino 

I believe we can never get too many tips 
on getting and keeping organized in our 
workshops. Here is a good idea along 
those lines. The plastic caps on 35mm 
film containers are a perfect match 
providing caps for the cardboard tubes 
from empty MonoKote rolls to store 
wire, pushrods, balsa sticks, etc. and can 
also be cut to custom lengths for special 
use and to fit different needs. A drop of 
CA will permanently bond the cap on 
the end if so desired.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment to 
Flying Site Rules 
In the January business meeting, the group reviewed the proposed changes to the 
flying site rules as documented by Hans Bolte.  We will have discussion and take a 
vote to pass these amendments in the February business meeting.  The entire 
section is published below with the proposed modifications highlighted for review.  

ARTICLE 11 
 

Pontiac Miniature Aircraft Club 
Flying Site Rules 

 
 

1. Piloting a model aircraft after drinking alcoholic beverages is prohibited. 
Alcoholic beverages are prohibited on the premises.  Smoking is not 
allowed in the pit area. 

2. A pilot may not switch on his transmitter until he has reserved his 
frequency on the frequency control board. Transmitters not reserved on 
the frequency  board must be stored in the impound stand.  All 
transmitters must have their channel number attached in plain view.  All 
transmitters and receivers operating in the 50 MHz and 72MHz band 
must be narrow band. 

3. Pilots must make sure their models are securely restrained while starting 
by a mechanical restraint or another person.  As a measure of courtesy, 
runups at flight stations must be kept to a minimum.  Extended runups 
should be done at either end of the flight line. 

4. The maximum sound level for models flown at the PMAC field is 98db. 
5. Taxiing anywhere between the fence and taxi line is prohibited. 
6. Piloting a model is permitted only while standing at one of the 

designated flight stations.  Aircraft may not be flown within 25 feet of the 
flight stations. 

7. All fixed and rotary wing aircraft must fly the pattern when other 
aircraft are airborne. Flying behind the flight line is prohibited. 

8. Rotary wing models will not hover outside the designated hover area at 
the southeast end of the field and must remain below 15 feet. Rotary 
wing aircraft must be carried 25 feet out from the flight stations before 
liftoff. 

9. Persons walking onto the active runway (to retrieve a model for 
instance) must positively notify flying pilots of their intentions. 

10. All pilots will follow the official AMA Safety Code. 
11. The pilots of model aircraft with gasoline burning engines must have a 

usable fire extinguisher with them in their starting area. 
12. Only persons essential to flight operations are permitted on the flying 

side of the fence. 
13. Members must keep the field and surrounding area clean and take home 

all of their trash each time out.  If necessary, the field marshal may close 
the field for cleanup. 

 

Continued from Page 2 
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��
2005 PMAC Club Officials                  All area codes are 248 unless otherwise specified 
     
President - Bill Ridenour   698-4336 (home)  734-776-0169 (cell) 
Administrative Vice President - Al Johnson 634-6428 (home)  459-0803 (cell) 
Vice President & Public Affairs - Tom McDonald 851-8988   
Treasurer - Bob Seeger  647-2719  
Secretary & Newsletter Editor - John Zonneveld 586-498-9894 (home)  586-242-2181 (cell) 
Field Marshal - Keith Brown  674-1157  
Webmaster - Ed Kincer   810-629-0928   
     

Certified Club Instructors    
     
 Frank Pulte (Chief Instructor) 738-5694     
 Dave Stephans 681-3991 Dave McDonald 363-7277 
 John Robertson 853-9414 Dave Taulbee 673-9707 
 John Hoover 681-5480 Jon Fox 682-6211 
 Alan Wesley 674-1303 Mark Schoenhals 334-3749 
 George Dzahristos 681-2355 Al Johnson 634-6428 
 Rich Rottenberk 738-5484 Stan Strobel 698-8618 

  

 
January 2005          Meeting Minutes 
President Bill Ridenour called the January 5th meeting 
at Mason Junior High School to order at 7:37 p.m. with 
20 members and no guests present. 
 
The minutes of December’s meeting were read and 
accepted with the following two corrections:  

1. Dave McDonald won the airplane raffle, not 
Dave Stevens 

2. Ed Kincer will be taking the lead role on of 
maintaining the new web site with the 
assistance of Jim Yankus 

 
No treasurer’s report was given. 
 
Communications: 
 
There were no new communications. 
 
 
 

Reports: 
 
Bill Ridenour and Tom McDonald will attend this year’s 
AMRCC meeting to ensure that we have the right 
dates reserved for the following upcoming events: 
 
Event Date Champion 
Big Bird Fly-In 12-Jun Tom McDonald 
Electric Fly 17-Jul Smitty 
Scale Fly-In 25-Sep Don Hines 
Swap Meet 23-Oct Al Johnson 

 
Hans Bolte reviewed the proposed Flying Site Rules 
amendments for the group.  These amendments will 
be included in the January newsletter.  Due to the fact 
that they are part of the constitution, they must be 
voted on and require a 2/3 majority vote to pass.  
Debate on these changes and the subsequent vote will 
take place at the February business meeting. 
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The Ice Fly will take place at noon on February 19th 
(weather and ice thickness permitting) at Sylvan Lake 
– Oakland County Boat Club. 
 
New Business: 
 
Smitty motioned to accept Hans’ proposed Flying Site 
Rules amendments as read.  Discussion took place 
and the amendments were slightly modified.  The 
motion was seconded and passed by a majority vote.  
As noted above, a 2/3 majority vote will be required to 
amend the Flying Site Rules in the club constitution.  
See the January newsletter for a copy of the proposed 
amendments to the Flying Site Rules. 
 
Some discussion was held around the distribution of 
January’s newsletter.  Approximately 150 copies will 
be mailed out including advertisers.  Dick Schaeffer will 
handle the actual mailing of the newsletters as he has 
in the past. 
 
The decision was made to hold off on installing a fire 
extinguisher at the field.  We will revisit this issue in a 
few months. 
 
Bill Ridenour notified the group that the Annual 
Treasurer’s Report had not yet been prepared and 
needs to be done for 2004.  Dave McDonald agreed to 
arrange a meeting to perform the necessary audit and 
prepare the report. 
Bill also raised discussion about the annual banquet to 
be held in April and the coordination that still needs to 
take place.  Bill will check with Rick Rottach about 
planning it this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Al Johnson announced that the next tech meeting will 
be on “basic fiberglassing techniques”.  It will be a 2-3 
part series.  Everyone is encouraged to submit ideas 
for future tech meetings to Al. 
 
Smitty announced that February 15th is the deadline for 
2005 dues.  Dues will be accepted at the February 
business meeting. 
 
Ed Kincer announced that the new web site and our 
AMA-hosted forum are up and running.  Ed gave a 
demo after the meeting (thanks Ed). 
 
 
Prizes: 

50/50 raffle sales - $16 
Winner – George Dzahristos won $8 
and donated it back to the club 

Airplane raffle sales - $31 
Winner – Frank Pulte chose the Slot 
Machine 

 
Congratulations! 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 2nd, 
2005 at 7:30 P.M. at Mason Middle School. 
Please attend to cast your vote for the proposed 
constitutional ammendments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by John Zonneveld – 2005 
PMAC Recording Secretary

January Minutes Continued from Page 4 
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Landing�
By Walt Gerfen 
“Flying is the second most thrilling 
thing known to man—landing is the 
first!”  
“Takeoffs are optional—landings are 
mandatory.”  
“Flying is hours of boredom 
punctuated by moments of pure 
terror.”  
 
These old cliches all have a basis in 
truth, but landings need not be that 
intimidating. I have noticed that 
some pilots land by forcing the 
airplane down to the runway with 
down-elevator stick, while the 
airplane still has too much airspeed. 
The airplane then bounces one or 
more times while it continues to fly, 
before finally slowing down enough 
to stay on the runway. 
 
The optimum landing is achieved by 
running out of flying airspeed and 
touching the runway at the same 
time. To achieve good landings, the 
pilot must know his airplane. Each 
different airplane will have different 
flight characteristics that relate to the 
size of the airplane, the airfoil of the 
wing, the wing loading (i.e. the 
ounces of weight per square foot of 
wing area), the geometry of the 
flying surfaces, location of the center 
of gravity (CG), etc. 
 
Most airplanes are power-trim 
sensitive—as power is increased, 
airspeed increase produces more lift. 

So in order to maintain level flight, 
elevator trim must be adjusted for 
each power setting. Higher power 
settings require down-trim, and 
conversely lower power settings 
require up-trim. Aerobatic airplanes 
with symmetrical airfoils and zero 
incidence settings are less sensitive 
to speed changes. 
 
When you are done boring holes in 
the sky and it is time for landing, use 
a low power setting and enough up-
trim to maintain level flight as you 
enter the landing pattern. The altitude 
of your downwind leg should be 
determined by the low speed glide 
ratio of your aircraft. The flatter the 
glide, the lower the downwind leg 
altitude should be. 
 

Reduce power again as you make 
your base leg turn to start your 
descent. Be sure that the nose doesn’ t 
drop in the turns, as this will cause 
the speed to increase and your final 
approach will be too fast and too low 
at the threshold. 
 
As you turn to final, reduce power to 
idle, keep the airplane level with just 
enough up-elevator to maintain a 
slow glide to the runway. When you 
are several feet above the runway, 
add a little more up-elevator to keep 
it off the ground as long as you can. 

It will then run out of flying speed 
and touch down at the same time. 
 
To summarize—know your aircraft, 
learn how slow it will fly without 
stalling. Practice low speed stalls at 
altitude to learn what the stall speed 
is. When it stalls does it fall off on 
one wing (tip stall), or does it just 
mush straight ahead and drop the 
nose until flying speed is regained? 
Practice gliding with the engine at 
idle to learn the low speed 
characteristics and trim required to 
glide hands off. Set the engine to the 
lowest maintainable rpm. 
 
Fly a consistent landing pattern. This 
pattern altitude may vary for each 
different airplane you fly, but try to 
keep the rest of the pattern the same. 
 
Practice touch-and-goes holding the 
airplane off the runway as long as 
you can. If it won’ t settle, then you 
are going too fast. Remember, 
airspeed is controlled with the 
elevator trim. You will probably be 
surprised how slowly your airplane 
will continue to fly without stalling. 
 
This all sounds simple, but takes a lot 
of practice to do it right every time. 
Flying the landing pattern 
consistently the same way will result 
in good approaches and good 
landings. I like to burn a tankful at 
each flying session doing dozens of 
touch-and-goes to keep current on 
my landings. 
  

  

                       


