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Meeting Schedule  

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month.   

Business meetings are on the first and 
technical meetings are on the third 
Wednesday respectively.  October 
through May meetings are held at 
Mason Junior High School (room 161, 
access from east side of building only) 
located on Walton Blvd, just east of 
Dixie Highway in Waterford Township.  
June through September meetings are 
held at the PMAC field on White Lake 
Road just east of Teggerdine Road in 
White Lake Township (see map).  

 

Lament of the Model 
Aviator 

The takeoff smooth, the flight divine. 
I love this model plane of mine. 
The wind is calm. The day is clear. 
I can't believe I'm really here. 
 
My boy says, "Dad, you're doing great." 
I feel so proud. I feel first rate. 
"Can you do a loop?" says little he. 

"Of course," I say, "just look at me." 
 

"What's happening? Something's 
amiss! 
I don't know what. I can't watch 
this!" 
I hold my breath. My heart just 
pounds. 
My pretty plane has gone to 
ground!! 

 
Slow and sad, my son and I 

Watch it crumble, watch it die. 
We walk to where it fell to earth. 

Slowly, like a funeral dirge. 
 
"Oh, Dad, how sad!" he says to me. 
I say, "How can this really be?" 
Three times I've built this plane from 
scratch. 
And now there's nothing left to patch! 
 
"Let's put it in a hefty bag. 
This is one time I can't brag." 
"What made it crash, Dad?" "I don't know. 
I thought I'd finally made it go." 
 
"Can we save the engine?" said my son. 
"I hope we can. It's my last one." 
Then, we both know, as if on cue. 
We realize what I didn't do. 
 
We turn slowly toward the radio. 
"That's IT," I said, "Oh no, OH NO!!" 
"Dad, I probably should just shut up. 
But shouldn't the antenna have been up?" 

from the Billings Flying Mustangs Newsletter 
Doug Haacke, editor 
via The Monocle 
Barons Model Club 
Spokane WA 

 TThhee  AAIIRREEPPOORRTT      #367 
an AMA “ Gold Leader”  Club
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Club 
Announcements  

·  The latest updates to the club 
constitution have been made 
(thanks Dave).  You can download 
a copy from the PMAC web site.  
You'll find it on the left hand 
column under "PMAC 
Documents".  

·  Speaking of the PMAC website, 
check out the Area Club’s Events 
section in the lower left corner of 
the home page for information 
about upcoming events sponsored 
by other area clubs. 

·  We are looking for volunteers to 
help coordinate this year’s annual 
club banquet.  If you would like to 
help out, please contact Bill 
Ridenour. 

·  NOTICE TO ALL CLUB 
MEMBERS - The Treasurer, Bob 
Seeger does NOT have any DNR 
PARK STICKERS.  Everyone must 
have a park sticker to enter the club 
field.  You can buy them at the 
DNR office, 7800 Gale Rd.  Please 
call before going out there.  The 
telephone number is:  248-666-
1020 

·  2005 Dues are due!   To renew by 
mail: Complete an application 
(downloadable from PMAC web 
site) and send to the address noted 
along with the following:  a) Proof 
of AMA (photo copy), b) self-
addressed stamped envelope, 
c)Check to PMAC in proper 
amount. 
NOTE: Register early to avoid 
$15.00 late payment fee after Feb 
15. 

  
 

Pilot Gripe Sheet 
 
Submitted by Dave McDonald & Mel 
Wassemiller  
 
After every flight, pilots fill out a form 
called a gripe sheet, which conveys to 
the mechanics problems encountered 
with the aircraft during the flight that 
need repair or correction.  
 
The mechanics read and correct the 
problem, and then respond in writing on 
the lower half of the form what remedial 
action was taken, and the pilot reviews 
the gripe sheets before the next flight. 
 
Never let it be said that ground crews 
and engineers lack a sense of humor!   
 
Here are some actual logged 
maintenance complaints and problems 
as submitted by Qantas pilots and the 
solution recorded by maintenance 
engineers. 
 
(P = the problem logged by the pilot.) 
(S = the solution and action taken by the 
engineers.) 
 
P: Left inside main tire almost needs 
replacement. 
S: Almost replaced left inside main tire. 
 
P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very 
rough. 
S: Auto-land not installed on this 
aircraft. 
 
P: Something loose in cockpit. 
S: Something tightened in cockpit. 
 
P: Dead bugs on windshield. 
S: Live bugs on back-order. 
 
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode 
produces a 200 feet per minute descent. 
S: Cannot reproduce problem on 
ground. 
 
P: Evidence of leak on right main 
landing gear. 
S: Evidence removed. 
 
P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S: DME volume set to more believable 
level. 

 
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to 
stick. 
S: That's what they're there for. 
 
P: IFF inoperative. 
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
 
P: Suspected crack in windshield. 
S: Suspect you're right. 
 
P: Number 3 engine missing. 
S: Engine found on right wing after 
brief search. 
 
P: Aircraft handles funny. 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly 
right, and be serious. 
 
P: Target radar hums. 
S: Reprogrammed target radar with 
lyrics. 
 
P: Mouse in cockpit. 
S: Cat installed. 
 
P: Noise coming from under instrument 
panel. Sounds like a midget pounding 
on something with a hammer. 
S: Took hammer away from midget. 
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2005 PMAC Club Officials                  All area codes are 248 unless otherwise specified 
     
President - Bill Ridenour   698-4336 (home)  734-776-0169 (cell) 
Administrative Vice President - Al Johnson 634-6428 (home)  459-0803 (cell) 
Vice President & Public Affairs - Tom MacDonald 851-8988   
Treasurer - Bob Seeger  647-2719  
Secretary & Newsletter Editor - John Zonneveld 586-498-9894 (home)  586-242-2181 (cell) 
Field Marshal - Keith Brown  674-1157  
Webmaster - Ed Kincer   810-629-0928   
     

Certified Club Instructors    
     
 Frank Pulte (Chief Instructor) 738-5694     
 Dave Stephans 681-3991 Dave McDonald 363-7277 
 John Robertson 853-9414 Dave Taulbee 673-9707 
 John Hoover 681-5480 Jon Fox 682-6211 
 Alan Wesley 674-1303 Mark Schoenhals 334-3749 
 George Dzahristos 681-2355 Al Johnson 634-6428 
 Rich Rottenberk 738-5484 Stan Strobel 698-8618 

  

 
February 2005          Meeting Minutes 
President Bill Ridenour called the January 2nd meeting 
at Mason Junior High School to order at 7:35 p.m. with 
32 members and 1 guest, Vince Blasky,  present. 
 
The minutes of January’s meeting were read and 
accepted with the following two corrections:  

1. The Electric Fly event is actually on August 7th, 
not July 17th 

2. The Ice Fly will take place on February  20th, 
not February 19th  

3. Frank Pulte and Al Johnson helped Hans Bolte 
review and update the Flying Site Rules. 

 
Bob Seeger read both the January and February 
Treasurer’s reports: 
 
Communications: 
 
Bill read the following communications: 

·  The Flint RC Swap Meet will be held 2/25 

·  The Mid-Michigan Swap Meet will be held 2/13 
·  The Northern Michigan RC Swap Meet will be 

held 3/19 
·  The Skymaster’s RC Swap Meet will be held 

2/13 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Reports: 
 
Bill Ridenour told the group that there was a very good 
turnout at Fred Puskas’ funeral.  The club donated 
$100 to the church.  Martha Puskas donated Fred’s 
airplanes to Chris Calvin. 
 
Tom MacDonald announced that the AMRCC meeting 
will be held at the end of February. 
 
Bill Ridenour notified the group that he, Dave 
McDonald and Bob Seeger performed the Annual 
Treasurer’s Audit 
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The field is currently accessible, but bring your skis. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Dave McDonald raised concern about the wording of 
one of the changes to the Flying Site Rules.  With 
regards to the change to rule number 3 – “As a 
measure of courtesy, runups at flight stations must be 
kept to a minimum.”, Dave requested that the words 
“As a measure of courtesy” be removed.  Frank Vella 
made the motion that the amendments to the Flying 
Site Rules be accepted with Dave’s requested change.  
The motion was passed by a majority vote. 
 
Bill Ridenour informed the group that Rick Rottach will 
be unable to organize the annual banquet this year.  
Bill asked the group for volunteers but there were no 
takers.  Bill then asked that a request for volunteers be 
included in the February newsletter.  Bill will check with 
the golf course to determine available dates at this 
point.  
 
New Business: 
 
Frank Vella made a motion that Don Hines be 
reimbursed in the amount of $100 for putting on the Ice 
Fly event.  The motion was passed by a majority vote. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Dave McDonald announced that he will be updating 
the club constitution to include the amended flying site 
rules.  He will then send them to Ed Kincer to be 
posted on the web site. 
 
Our guest, Vince Blasky spoke at length about the 
Memorial Day Fly In at the Pilgrims Field in Canton on 
May 31st.  He also informed the group of the Belleville 
Show Thursday, June 16th through Sunday, June 19th.   
He invited our club to participate in these events. 
 
Sterling Smith (Smitty) informed the group of the 
speaker schedule posted on the Skymaster’s web site.  
Specifically, George Maiorana’s scale projects 
discussion on February 9th.  Note: the speaker’s 
schedule is now posted on the PMAC web site in the 
lower right hand corner of the home page in the Area 
Club’s Events section. 
 
Prizes: 

50/50 raffle sales - $35 
Winner – George Carley won $17.50 
and donated it back to the club 

Airplane raffle 
Winner – Joe Ehrmann chose the 
Foamie  

 
Congratulations! 

 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 2nd, 2005 
at 7:30 P.M. at Mason Middle School. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. (motioned by 
George Dzahristos and seconded by Dave Stephens) 
 
Respectfully submitted by John Zonneveld – 2005 
PMAC Recording Secretary 
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Flying in the 21st Century 
by Bill Heinson 

When I think about the changes in the way we fly now, I 
can’ t help wonder what things will be like in the future. 
Computer radios were just a dream in the 1950s. Carbon 
fiber was a closely guarded secret, only available to the 
aerospace and defense industry in the 1970s. How will 
things be in the next 30 or so years? What astounding 
advances does the future hold?  

The radio controlled airplane hobby will be alive and well. 
Our equipment and construction of airplanes will be very 
different from what it is today. Only the goal, to have fun, 
will stay the same. Airplanes made from balsa wood will be 
in short supply. Advances in composites and polymers will 
pretty much replace wood as the material of choice, being 
stronger at the same or lighter weight. Airplanes will survive 
crashes with less damage. Many of the factors involved in a 
crash, including the dumb thumb, will be eliminated. 

Engines 

Most of us old timers will still fly with internal combustion 
engines, but some of the newer pilots will be using electric 
motors. Continuing advances in batteries will enable electric 
powered airplanes unlimited flight time. The engine of the 
future will still run on methanol but I don’ t think nitro 
methane will be around. The carburetor will be gone, 
replaced by a fuel injection system that will be controlled by 
a microprocessor, A crystal imbedded in the combustion 
chamber will read air and exhaust temperatures, engine load, 
and rpm, along with barometric pressure and meter fuel 
accordingly. These engines will require no needle valve and 
be self-starting. The microprocessor will be located in the 
back plate and powered by the receiver battery. Eventually 
we will have combination engines that will be capable of 
running on fuel or switching over to electric. 

Turbo prop engines will be developed and the jet engine will 
be pretty common. These engines will be a lot more user 
friendly and include afterburners to shorten takeoff runs. 
 
Radios 

Eventually, you will own one radio, and you will wear a 
good part of it. Your entry level purchase will include a base 
radio that will automatically read the frequencies in use and 
adjust itself to an unused channel. If interference is detected 
or when someone turns on another radio, your radio will 
switch frequencies with the receiver automatically. You and 
your airplane will never know the difference.  

The receiver will play a more important part in the future. 
Today, the receiver just receives what is sent to it from the 

transmitter and tells the servos what to do. In the future, the 
receiver will serve as a data link device, returning 
information to the transmitter about what’s happening inside 
and outside of the airplane. The receiver will send back 
information about engine rpm, air speed, and altitude. 
Problems with any part of the airplane will be reported so 
the pilot can land and correct them.  

Receivers will include a video link that a tiny camera can be 
plugged into and transmit video back to the ground. You 
will be advised as to what’s going on by a digital voice 
system and you will use voice commands to supplement 
your transmitter sticks and switches. Your sunglasses will 
include a heads up display that will keep you informed about 
what the airplane is doing. They will also will include lenses 
that will telescope so you can see your airplane at greater 
distance. 

You will be able to switch your airplane to an auto-pilot 
mode so you can take your eyes off it without fear of losing 
track of where it is. The heads up display will include a 
target lock feature that will show you where the airplane is, 
just like the heads up display in modern fighter airplanes. If 
you do lose track of the plane and it goes down, the built in 
GPS receiver will tell you exactly where it is. The 
transmitter will be capable of projecting a holographic 
image of what the airplane is seeing. You will be able fly 
and land the airplane as if you were inside. Speaking of 
landing, there will be a module imbedded in each end of the 
runway that will allow the airplane to land itself. The 
receiver will have a built in gyro. If you get into trouble 
while flying, you will have the option of hitting a panic 
button on the transmitter or giving a voice command and 
having the radio automatically right the airplane. The servos 
that control flight surfaces won’ t look anything like they do 
today. They won’ t include motors, they’ ll work on a 
magnetic drive actuator. The servo will be mounted in the 
wing at the leading edge of the control surface. First models 
will be hard-wired to the receiver, later designs will be 
wireless. They will offer increased resolution, lighter weight 
and the elimination of linkage. 

Your probably thinking that there’s no way any of this can 
happen. That’s the same thing that I thought in 1973 when I 
attended a lecture given by a Detroit engineer. He said that 
automotive engines of the future would be controlled by a 
computer. The first thing to go would be the carburetor, 
replaced by fuel injection. Next item on the extinct list was 
the distributor. Twin overhead camshaft, four valves per 
cylinder would be common. Supercharging and turbo-
charging would be in wide spread use. Not very many of us 
believed him. I’m not an engineer, but given where 
technology has been taking us, if anyone can imagine it, it’ ll 
happen. 

Flying in the future will be a lot of fun. Trust me. 

                      


